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Announcement: There have been changes to parameter names in the National
Water Information System (NWIS) Parameter Code Dictionary (PCD). These
changes have been incorporated in NWISWeb this May 2003.

Description: The changes affect the paran'ieter short name, long name, and
column headings. They Include

conversion of text from all upper case to mixed case,

standardization of word usage (for example, "dissolved" has mostly been
replaced by "filtered"),

systematization of the order in which qualifiers appear in a name,
revisions and corrections to chemical names to provide consistency, and
changes in the default reporting order for publication tables.

e 8

In some cases, the chemical names have been changed to nomenclature
recommended by the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC).

Data for water-quality samples are stored under parameter codes. Each parameter
code defines a specific type of data. The USGS and USEPA typically use similar
parameter-code definitions, although there are exceptions to this rule, Parameter
codes fall into three classes:

1. Site and sampling-event data, such as site name, site ID, sample data, etc,

2. Fixed-value codes, which are used to define a certain part of the process of
sample collection, processing, or quality assurance.

3. Chemical, physical, and blological data. The following illustrates how codes
are defined, and how for one type of measurement, several parameter codes
may exist, . i
I I . - I

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/heip?parameters_help COWAN 2/3/2009
DEPOSITION Ex# 7.
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Parameter 3 :
. Code _ Para;meter,De.ﬂnitlon
00910 Total calcium, in milligrams per liter as calcium
carbonate (unfiltered-water sample)
00915 Dissolved calcium, In milligrams per liter as calcium
(filtered-water sample) o .
00916 ~ Total calcium, in milligrams per liter as calclum
‘ (unfiltered-water sample)
91051 Total calclum, in micrograms per liter as calcium
(unfiltered-water sample)

here.

4. A complete list of parameter codes ana_associated groupings can be found

Qﬂﬁs_ﬂm_qu_t_sjggg/_dat_a?
Feedback on this web site

Accessibility FOIA Privacy Policies and Notices
U.S. Department of the Interior | U.S, Geological Survey

Title: NWISWeb Help System
URL: http:/ /waterdata.usgs.gov/nwls/help?

Page Contact Information: NWISWeb Support Team

Page Last Modified: 2009-02-03 23:33:40 EST
0.62 0.62va02

http://waterdata.usgs. gov/usa/nwis/help?parameters_help
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